
 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE SUMMARY 

The Citizen’s Summary aims to describe in 
a concise and illustrative way the main 
achievements of the Interreg-IPA CBC  
Republic of Bulgaria-The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia Programme 2014-
2020 (the Programme) in the year 2020.  
The complete Annual implementation re-
port for 2020 is now available at the Pro-
gramme website: www.ipa-cbc-007.eu 

 Content: 
 

 Brief Programme description; 

 Key milestones in year 2020; 

 Second Call for proposals - implementation; 

 Main events in 2020/European Cooperation 
Day 2020; 

 New Programme period 2021-2027 

 Publicity. 

THE PROGRAMME 

The overall objective of the Programme is to intensify cross-border cooperation between both partner-
ing countries in order to jointly address common challenges and exploit untapped potentials of the bor-
der regions.  

Programme Budget 

The total Programme budget is EUR 19 461 690.  

The Programme is co-funded by the European 
Union, from the Instrument for Pre-Accession 
Assistance II (IPA II). 

Programme area 

Priority Axes and specific objectives  

Priority Axis 1:  Environment 

•Environmental protection and sustainable 
use of the common natural resources of the 
CBC area; 

•Prevention and mitigation of consequences 
of natural and man-caused disasters of cross
-border dimension and impact. 

 

Priority Axis 2:  Tourism 

•Enhancing the tourism potential of the re-
gion through cooperation initiatives in 
better preservation and sustainable utiliza-
tion of natural and cultural heritage; 

•Raising the competitiveness of the CBC re-
gion’s tourist offer; 

•Promoting cooperation among regional ac-
tors in the area of sustainable tourism. 

 

Priority Axis 3:  Competitiveness  

•Improving the competitiveness of regional 
businesses. 
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KEY MILESTONES IN YEAR 2020 
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SECOND CALL FOR PROPOSALS - IMPLEMENTATION 

 The progress of implementation for the projects was 

promoted through social media, as well as on numerous 

websites a focused on all aspects for the implementation 

of projects.   

 MIS and the Beneficiary Portal had led to improved 

communication between the beneficiaries and all Pro-

gramme authorities. 

8 projects funded / 1 successfully implemented  

7 investment and 1 soft measure project 

Total amount contracted: 2 793 087,54 EUR 

9 projects funded / 3 successfully implemented 

6 investment and 3 soft measure project 

Total amount contracted: 1 595 070,69 EUR 

3 projects funded / 3 successfully implemented 

3 soft measure project 

Total amount contracted:    336 023,71 EUR 

Tourism 

Basics facts about the Second Call for project proposals 

In total 20 project proposals were contracted on total amount of 4 724 181,94 EUR , out of which: 17 subsidy con-

tracts were concluded in 2019, 3 more contracts from reserve list were signed in 2020. On the beginning of 2021, 

from the reserve list,  5 subsidy contracts with projects will be signed. The list of all projects approved for financing 

is uploaded on the Programme’s website in section Funded projects.  

During the year, a request was submitted and approved for modification 

of the Programme and relocation of funds. This enabled the financing of 

projects from the reserve list in order to achieve the output indicators of 

the Programme. 

Environment 

Competitiveness  
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EVENTS ORGANISED IN 2020 
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Online training for the Bulgarian management team members 

The 7th Joint Monitoring Committee meeting was 
held on 16th of October 2020 for the first time through 
an online conference platform. The members of the 
committee and the guests were introduced to the 
modifications in the Programme, the revised docu-
ments related to the technical assistance, the progress 
of the implementation for the period 2014-2020, as 
well as the progress in the programming of the next 
programming period 2021-2027.  

At the end of the session, the movie with a presenta-
tion of our Programme realized and broadcast during 
the celebration of EC Day and 30 years of Interreg was 
shown.  

Online training for the Bulgarian management team 
members of projects funded under the Second call 
for project proposals - reserve list was held on 
the 16th of July 2020 under platform Zoom. In the 
presence of  members of the Bulgarian project man-
agement team, representatives of the Joint Secretari-
at and the Managing Authority elaborated the tech-

nical and financial project implementation, monitoring, 
contracting procedures, verification of expenditure by 
controllers, communication and visibility, electronic sys-
tem for exchange of documents and infor-
mation, irregularities and other relevant issues. 

During the training the project management team members had the opportunity to ask questions regarding the 

project implementation. 



 

 

EUROPEAN COOPERATION DAY 2020 

In the spirit of tradition, on 21
st
 of September 2020 our Programme cele-

brated the European Cooperation Day and in 2020 we additionally cele-
brated the 30

th
 anniversary of Interreg. 

Due to the situation with COVID 19, for the first time we had an online 
event, which was broadcast live on our fan page on Facebook. The online 
event was greeted by our guests: Mrs. Lena Pench, Director in the Euro-
pean Commission's DG Regional and Urban Policy Department, HE Mr. 
Dimiter Tzantchev, Permanent Representative of Republic of Bulgaria to the European Union, Mrs. Denitsa Nikolo-
va, Deputy Minister of Regional Development and Public Works, Mr. Mihajilo Dašić, Assistant Minister of European 
Integration, Republic of Serbia and Mr. Faruk Kaymakcı, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey,  

Our Programme together with Interreg - IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria - Serbia and Interreg - IPA CBC Pro-

gramme Bulgaria - Turkey presented activities and achievements, as well as several successfully implemented 

projects. 
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You can watch the whole event on the following link: https://youtu.be/9NcvPo3Pr9E 

NEW PROGRAMME PERIOD 2021—2027 

The Joint Working Group of INTERREG-IPA Cross-border Cooperation Programme between 

Republic of Bulgaria and Republic of North Macedonia 2021-2027 on 13th of July 2020 adopt-

ed the Territorial analysis for Republic of Bulgaria and Republic of North Macedonia Cross-

border Area including SWOT analysis and conclusions. On 27th of October 2020, the Joint 

Working Group adopted the Programme’s Intervention logic  by a Written procedure.  

In the framework of the preparations for the 

new programming period 2021-2027, the dis-

cussion on the selection of the program over-

all objectiv continued. Formal and informal 

consultations related to the selection of the 

strategic project Establishment of new Border 

cross check point “Klepalo” between Republic 

of Bulgaria and Republic of North Macedonia 

also continued. 



 

 

PROGRAMME WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES 

FACEBOOK & TWITTER 

During 2020 the official website of the Pro-
gramme www.ipa-cbc-007.eu (accessible to 
people with disabilities as well) was one of the 
main publicity tools to promote the Pro-
gramme and to disseminate the relevant in-
formation in a user-friendly interface, which 
allows the necessary information to be found 
more easily. During the 2020 the Programme 
website was visited 43 956 times by 27 454 
visitors. 

Programme related information has been published on the Facebook and Twitter Programme profiles. 

By the end of 2020 Facebook reached more than 4100 members. The Facebook and Twitter pages pro-

vide links to the Programme official website and websites of the project beneficiaries, as well as photos 

from events, implemented projects and the cross-border region as whole.  
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YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Programme video materials has been 

published of the Programme YouTube 

channel. 



 

 

PROGRAMME MEDIA CAMPAIGN AND MEDIA COVERAGE 

Two media campaigns were organized: campaign for Training seminar for Programme beneficiaries under 
Second Call for project proposals and campaign for European Cooperation Day 2020 / 30 years INTERREG. 

Over 90 different publications related to Programme activities were spreaded among general public 
through electronic and printed media of both countries (web portals, local, regional and national newspa-
pers, TV and radio stations). 

Press releases were distributed to national, regional and local media before and after the Programme 
events and initiatives. During the European Cooperation Day 2020 few articles in both languages (video 
clip of EC Day 2020 and 30 years of Interreg ) were uploaded on the webpage, Facebook, twitter page and 
YouTube channel having as target groups the local population in the cross-border region. 
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www.ipa-cbc-007.eu 

www.mrrb.government.bg 

www.mls.gov.mk 

TОGETHER IS MUCH BETTER 


